Ilowden Qanley's
I4usings
A busy time with travelsfrom the UK to Cahforniaand back,racingto watch,book
signings,boardmeetingsand checkingout someclassiccarsas wel1,then flnishinq
the InternationalHistoricAwards,a very busv coupleof months.
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BBMP]53-6,a car I racedin |97.|

BRMPl 53-6at Sonoma.Now ownedby Scott D
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Touring Car Championship at Silverstone.The
main contenders at that point were Gordon
Sheddon, fason Plato, and Matt Neal.
The three-race format on the day provides
wonderful entertainment, asthose who watch it
on TV from New Zealand well know I was able
to enjoy a nice lunch in the BRDC Clubhouse
while watching all the action raging outside the
windows! This year the Championship went
down to the wire so the teams left Silverstone
with the final placings undecided. A week later,
at Brands Hatch, Gordon Sheddon took the
title for SteveNeal's Honda team, with team
mate Matt Neal in third, leaving )ason Plato

in second.
On the Wednesdaybetween the two BTCC
rounds, we had the BRDC annual meeting, and
three new directors were elected,one ofthem
being Gordon Sheddon.Among the incumbent
Board members is fason Plato. Having two
BTCC archrivals on the same Board makes
for interesting conjecture. I almost wish I were
still serving on the Board!
I am pleasedto report that when all the voting
was complete, I found myself re-elected as a
vice president.Therevebeen a number ofgood
changesmade to the day-to-day management
structure during the year and things are now
very positive, as outlined to the members by
our excellentchairman, Iohn Grant.
Next day some of us were at the BRDC

GillCampbell,CEOof LagunaSecaMazda
Raceway,
with historicF1 driverJamesKingat
the HistoricAwardsdinner.Gillwas awarded
tl
trophyfor Rennsport,heldat Lagunathis year
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secretaryGillianCan at the luncheon.Club
steward
AlexwatchesGillianholdinga falcon
SouthernRegionluncheon, organisedby former
HWM mechanic and later Aston Martin USA
Rex Woodgate.As well as being the
executive,
BRDCregional co-ordinator (together with
BrianHeath),Rex is a keen sailor and member
oftheRoyalSouthamptonYachtClub,
sohe holds the luncheon events in

RonMayden,who runsthe MastersSeries,with NickColyvas,the racingsurgeon

theRSYCClubhouse.
Thisyear John Grant also attended
an d g a ve anoth er e xcelle nt talk
on the BRDC's businessposition,
for the benefit of those members
rvhohad not attended the AGM
theprevious day. There has been
muchpressspeculation (which in
thiscasetranslatesto 'negativityand
nonsense')about the health of the
BRDC,Silverstone and the British
GrandPrix. It's realiy just another,

Bob Blackwood,P51pilot,and MarcNichols,
ownerof the FormulaJuniorKeift,at Thunderhill

forlorn attempt by some people to
the BRDC. You can safely
destabilise
bookyour trip to the 2016 Grand
Prix,to be held on July 8-10.
As for Rex, he really should write a
book.One of my schoolboy treasures
was(and still is) the book entitled Alf
Francis,Racing Mechanicl which is

out some unusual cars, amongst them a quite
rare Keift. Now owned by Marc Nichols, it has
been immaculately restored.Id never seenone
before as far as I can recail,but by coincidence
a few days later I had an email from John
Fitzpatrick attachinga draft ofthe first chapter
of his forthcoming book, in which he reveals
that his father'scompany, Silverdale,built the
where I first learned of Rex Woodgate, when
he was one of those mechanics who worked
impossible hours preparing the HWMs, and
driving all over Europe in unreliable old
transporters,to almost weekly races so the
team could survive on starting and prize money.
A fascinating story, and ifyou havent read it I

designerof the BRM
HGandTonySouthgate,
Pl 53 and manyothersuccessfulcars,at the
BRDCLuncheon

highly recommend that you do.
For me, it was back onto the big silver bird
to California the next day, for we had the
annual CSRG Charity Challenge event at
Sonoma Raceway.The Club had gathered a
record number ofentries, in all categories,but
particularly in Formula funior, which brought

CIassicDriverNZ

bodies for the Ff Keifts.
The main races of the weekend were for
Masters SeriesFormula One cars,and these
were dominated by Eddie Lawson, four-times
World Motorcycle Champion in his Wolf
WR4, a car originally driven by a four-wheel
World Champion, Jody Scheckter.After his
motorcycle career,which included back-to-back
championships for two different manufacturers,
Yamaha and Honda. Eddie switched to four
wheels, initially in Indy Lights. His first two
seasonswere not entirely successfulbut he then
joined Steveand Christine Horne's Tasman
t e a m ,a n d w i t h t h e m h e w a s a w i n n e r a g a i n .
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HowdenGantev
as we know racetracks are seldom safe,eitl
from NIMBYS, politicians or developers,a
so eventuallythe bulldozers moved in and 1
great circuit was gone.
Years later, the Riverside Internatiol
Automotive Museum was formed and houl
in a building on the outskirts of Riverside,
assembledby a great enthusiast,Doug Magn
As well as preserving a lot of memorab
connectedto the circuit, he purchasedsevt
Eagle cars that were originally built just up
road in SantaAna. Sadly,Doug, agedonly
died very suddenly of cancer earlier this y
and it had been fearedthat the Museum mi
close,but a group of stalwarts including forr
JamesGarner team driver Davey Jordan
keeping it together.
For several years, Doug had arranged
annual Riverside Raceway reunion, which
grown out of Dave Wolin's Yosemite Automo
Film Festival,where Dave (Google him) inv

at the NHRAMuseumin Pomona
PeteLyons(left)and PaulVanValkenburgh
Today, two of his greatest admirers are Steve
and Christine, who havewonderful memories
and as Stevecomments: "Id love to have run

asking me did you ever race a car like that?'
"YesI did. I raced this actual car. Seeit here
on page 200 of my bookl' We sold a lot of

Eddie in the Champ cars'l
Ron Mayden, the'saviour'of the Amon Fl
car, which he still races from time to time,
runs the Masters series.At Sonoma he raced
his Arrows, and by coincidence its sister car
was racing there as well, so Ron arrangedto
get the pair ofthem lined up for a photo op.

books that day!
One of the most famous and illustrious
circuits in the US was Riverside Raceway,some
miles to the eastof Los Angeles,which hosted
a great variety of events including NASCAR,
the US Grand Prix, IndyCar and the Times

Since2004, CSRG has raised over $700'000
for the benefit of SpeedwayChildren's Charity.
I had been asked by the resident race wear and
bookshop,Wine Country MotorsPorts(owned

Grand Prix for sports cars, which eventually
became the biggestand richest Can-Am race.
Having been built in the middle of nowhere,
it was assumed to be safe from developers, but

lots ofbld racing guys'to a couple ofday
eating,drinking and watching a greatselec
of racing movies.
After a brief hiatus, Dave Wolin resurre<
the Riverside Reunion this year,and put toge
a lovely event at the Wally Park NHRA Must
in Pomona. Not exactly road-racing terrir
- the museum contains a huge collectio
dragsters,hot rods, Funny cars, Bonne'
LSR cars and a selectionofmotorcycles' Bi
as the'Can-Am Reunion',Dave had invit
lot of folks who had raced at Riverside an
Can-Am generally,so the theme was sin
to the Riverside Reunions of the past.
Pete Lyons, who authored two bookr
Can-Am as well as a new one on River:

by the very enthusiastic Dave Lipsky), to do
some signing of my book over the weekend.
It was also pointed out to me that there was
a Yardley BRM parked in the pit garages,so I
wandered over to take a look. It was a P153'
which piqued my interest a bit further so I
leaned into the cockpit to see which chassis
number it was.
To my surprise and delight, it was Pl53-6.
The car in which I did severalGrand Prix and
non-championship Fl races'including second
placebehind fohn Surtees,in the Oulton Park
Gold Cup. It's now owned by Scott Drnekwho
runs one of the biggest preparation shops on
the West Coast, Virtuoso Performance. On
Saturday he very kindly wheeled the car up
to the bookstore, where it made an interesting
.conversationpiece and attracted a good number
ofbuyers, and then on Sunday Scott set uP a
'signing table'beside the car in the pit garage.
This led to a constant stream ofinterested people

at Scott Bader'scar collectionwith the ex-RonniePetersonMarch711
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Alineupof SteveMoalcreationsat the BlackhawkMuseum
waspresent with his wife Lorna promoting
hisbook and acting asmoderator for the Q&A
session
which followed a slide show also put
togetherby Pete.The dramatis personae'for
theevening included drivers fohn Morton,
RickKnoop, Davey Jordan, George Follmer,
LotharMotschenbacher,and little old me.
Other interesting characters were Paul Van
Valkenburgh,the former GM engineer, who
wrote'Chevrolet- Racing; l4 yearsof Raucous
Silence'andco-authored the Mark Donohue
book,'TheUnfair Advantage';Ike Smith who
wasCan-Am mechanic to several drivers
includingjackie Stewart;and Alwin Springer
famousasa mechanic on the Can-Am Porsche
917I}sand9l.7 30sthat steamrolleredCan-Am.
Alwin then became a partner in Andial, the
leadingPorscheengine prep company.
Oneofthe great charactersofearlier Can-Am
andRiversidereunions was Peter Bryant, the
ex-Lotusmechanic who is remembered by New
Zealandersfrom his trips to the pre-Tasman
seriesraces,initially with Reg Parnell.

Peter later designed and built the TI22
Can-Am car driven very successfullyby Jackie
Stewart and after that the revised Shadow. also
driven by Jackie.In his later years, Peter wrote
an excellentbook entitled'Can-Am Challengerl
in which he describeshis somewhat unusual
life story. He and I worked together on the Ford
Le Mans project in 1966when they were trying
to develop an automatic transmission for the
GT40s. With all of its problems, the project
was somewhat'trying'for us as well!
Peter,with his wife Lois, was at the Riverside
Reunion in 2009 having a great time telling
storiesand reminiscing in his usual 'bon vivant'
way, and then four days laterjust after arriving
home he died very suddenly.In his memory a
Peter Bryant Memorial Award was established
and I was honoured to find myself the first
recipient. Subsequently it has been awarded
to Bruce Burness. Trevor Harris and Phil
Remington. If you haven t already bought it, I
highly recommend 'Reml the book put together
by Phils friends after his death. This year the

Peter Bryant award was bestowed on Alwin
Springer,and I had the pleasureofpresenting
it to him. Following all of the formalities,
including a very nice dinner, there was a frenzy
of book selling - Pete Lyons, George Follmer
and me, all pushing our'wares'.
The followingdayl was invited, togetherwith
Tim and Cindy McGrane (from the Blackhawk
Automotive Museum) and Ike Smith, to the
home of Scott Bader, to view his amazing car
collection which includes one of the world's
largest array ofslot cars, all demonstrated to us
by Pierre de Lespinay,the man who owns lack
Brabham'sIndy Cooper, together with a couple
of famous Eagles.The car most of interest for
me was the Fl March 711.chassis#6 which was
the car in which Ronnie Petersontook second
place in the l97l World Championship and
in which I did some tyre testing during that
season.I bought the car from March at the end
ofthe season,as I reckoned that Ronnie would
eventually be World Champion and the car
would be veryvaluable. I owned it for almost 30
yearsuntil Scott bought it. So nice to seeit has
gone to a goodhome with an appreciative owner.
In California the street rod is very popular
with collectorsand one of the most significant
creators of these is SteveMoal, so I was keen to
attend a lecture and slide show given by him
as part of Tim McGrane's Blackhawk Museum
lecture series.Steveis third generation in the
family businessand their creations are much
sought after. A deep wallet and much patience
is probably a requirement for any prospective
client, but the end result will be a unique car. I
found myself seatednext to Peter Giddings, a
man with a most delectable stable of cars,quite
a few of which he has raced in New Zealand.

SteveMoalspecialcar;with Ferrariengine,at the BlackhawkMuseum
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A lineupof TitanandWinkelmann
carsat the Thunderhill
reunion
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In fact l-rehas r.r.rost
o1'ltiscarsrestoreciin Nr
Zealanclas he linclsthe Kit'i \\'orlintanship
be the best.
Thc tlnrrlrircinger.entoithe CSRGseasonu
irt Tl-runclerltill,
rt triick burlt by tl-reNorthe
Calilirrnia clivrsionoi SCCA \\,nvup coultt
near the sr.nirlltorr.rrof \\,illon,s tirrtunirtt
a long t'rtv irtvrryfrot.r.r
the clevelopers!l'l
r-carthc teaturen,asa Titiin rrncl\\rinkelnrat
reuniorr.For anvonenot totallv iirntiliar l'i
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bv Palliscr,ancl nrarlieteclin the US by Br
Winkelnrann,brother oi Ror'\Vi nlielntanrtl'l
hacl the F2 tcan-rrun bv AIan l{eesanclI'i
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Alan as clrivers.lhe R\\
Jochenllinclt ar.rcl
nrechainics
I'e re irlntostall Kiu'is - john NILrllt
Pete Kerr, John Martin, trnclDeu,ar 'lhonr
being tlie ntainstal,s.As firr irsIil arvtrrethe
is onlv one Palliserin Nen,Zealirncl,or rrl-r
little rvasleft of a Pallisern'hen it evolveclir-rt
that car rirceclso very eflectivelvb1,Phil Foulke
CSRG presiclentLockc clellrettevilleis tl
kcepsrei1hg PaIIiser/\\tinkeluriinn
registeri
the US, irr-rrl
his opposite nuntber u'ho lool
after thc'I'itan registeris the ven. enthr.rsiarst
Ancll' Antipas, tvho on,rrsthe 1969torks F
c a r ( 1 0 0 0 c c s c r e a r n e r )c l r i r . e ni n p e r i o cl l :
CharlesLucars,'the bossl Bettr.eenthent the
hacl ntiinageclto get a large nuntber of eac
nrake to enter itnd eyen n.tor-eantazingl
they nranergecl
to persuadealrnost all of th
o\\'nersto bring their cars fbr a photo shot
on Saturclav.
fust sliehtlv ntore clif.itculttha
herclingcats,but thev ptrlleclit of1.Sl.rarne
o

AndyAntipaswiththe 1969WorksF3 Titan

thc onesn'ho coulcln'tbc.botherecl!
Anclt' raceclhis 'screanterlnot rr car ofte.

nt'lrl'-

in the US, br"rtit did attracta lot of interest,
seen
particularlyits downdraught l,ucas engine.
Forme it was a farniliar sight - havir.rgraced
Luke when he was driving that car,and
against
I hada Lucasengir.rein rny Chevron B 15. As a
ju$rewardfor all of his hard work, Locke won
thefinal Formula B race it.this Winkehnanr.r,
sowe all went away happy.
The man who actually ran Charles Lucas
Engineering('the Eng') was Roy Thornas,aka
'Tomthe Weld' ar.rdin tl.rosedays as well as
producingthe Titans designedby Ton-r,'the
Eng'wereone of the top er.rginebr'rilders,with
being Torls right hand n.ran.
GeoffRichardsor.r
memory a trophy was procluced,
In Ton-r's
of Richard Hawkir.rs,and presentedat
courtesy
theSaturdaynight bar.rquetar.rdas few people
knewwho Tom was, I was asked to say a few
rvoldsand explair-rto the audience jr.rstwl-rat
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worksTitanwith downdraughtl000cc Lucasengine

animportant part Ton.rplayed in the glory
of 1000ccF3 racing. An unsut.tghero of
da,vs

The

motorracing.
Also rr,rnning cars at Thunderhill was or'rr
oldKiwi mate Mike Ryan r.rnderthe banner
oi'Other Brother Racingl His brotl.rerDave,
fbrmerlyteam manager ar-rdlater sporting
t l i r e c t or
aI McLaren h as b ee n run t t it r ga v er y

black tie affair, at Londons St PancrasHotel,
attended as usual by many ofthe great and the
good, including Sir Stirling and Lady Sr'rsie
Moss as well as other luminaries such as Lord
Barnford,Michael Bock, Miles Collier, Patrick

team it-tthe Blar-rcpainGT serles
successful
underthe title of 'Volr Ryan',but has now
an olIer to return to Forntula One as
accepted
racingdirector at the revised ar-rdrevitalised
Ilanor F1 tearn.With a switch to Mercedes
enginesfor 2016, they could feature rather
l L r rt h eLrp
r the g rid th an this yea r .
For n.reit was straight back to Englar.rd(frrst
f.lighton a Virgin 787-9 Dreamliner) as the
Historic Awards were pending,
Internatior.ral
andmy book'The Road to Monaco' had been
nominatedfbr 'Publication of the Year' in its

on a video link, albeit the wonders (or in this
casefailure) of rnodern technologydidn't allow
much clear conversationwith him.
The day prior to the Awards evening rve

had a very nice BRDC lunch ir.rthe clubhouse
at Silverstone,and the plan had beer.rthat a
Peter,GrahameWhite, Duncan Rabagliatti,Gill
Can-rpbell,Duncan Wiltshire, Rupert Keegan, selectlonof birds - falconsand others - wor"rld
and JamesKing. It wasall ratherlike the Oscars. be flown for our entertainment. Untbrtunately
The nomineesare read out asweli asshown ot-t it was pouring with rain, so while we all sat
tl.rebig screen,and then the compere,in this case i n s i d e h a v i n g a n i c e l u n c h , t h e p o o r b i r d s
SteveRider opens the er.rvelope. sat outside on their perch. I f-eltvery sorry
TV preser.rter
for them, and wondered why they didn't fly
I have to report that when the'Publication
a w a y t o a n i c e d r y t r e e . V e r y d i s ci p l i n e d .
envelopewasopenedit transpiredthat mybook
Later a couple of tl.rem,lookir.rgsomervhat
to
was not the winner - but I'm very grateful
were brought inside to sit on the
bedraggled,
have made the short list of nominations.

respective
category.The evening was a grand
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A very nice touch at the end of the evenir.rg arms of members.
As I close this Musing,there came news that
was when Sir Stirling receivedthe 'Lifetime
we
have the first-ever Kiwi World Endurance
Achievement'award on behalf of Dan Gurney.
in Brendon Hartley after he ar.rd
Champion
Dan was not able to attend,but he appeared
co-driversMark Webber and Timo Bernhard
clinched the title in the last hour of the last
race.Another great stePin Brendon'scareer.
One of Brendont great supPorters,together
with Sir Colin Giltrap, has been Roger Wills,
and Roger has had his own recent successes,
winning the Spa 6-hours in his GT40, a just
reward after having been so closein previous
years.No doubt a trophy that will sit very well
besidethat from his win at ClassicLe Mans.
So, what next year? I'r-nvery flattered to
have been askedto presentthe awardsat the
HSCC dinner, ar.rotherblack tie affair,and then
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Iin away back to the US for the Performance
Racing Industry show in Indianapolis.
Hopefully a quiet Christmas (wishing all
t h e r e a d e r s a M e r r y C h r i s t m a s ) an d th e n
in January I will be in New Zealand for the
NZFMR, honouring Porsche.@

with secondplace man DarrellLe Blancin his redWinkelmann
Thunderhill,
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